A NEW YORK CITY FAMILY OF SEVEN
FINDS THAT MOVING TO THE SUBURBS CAN BE
AN ENTIRELY COLORFUL EXPERIENCE

LAY HOUSE
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wo bedrooms, three
kids and one more on
the way? Jennufer and
Steve Lau deaided 1t
was time to make a
move from the Upper
st Side Falling 1n love with another
s wasnt hard (they had owned a
! house 1n Westport for ycars),
ed to keep a lictle bit of the
§s Jenmifer Lau.
Wieking wich architect Paul Harris
ple Harns Associates in Westport,
couplc demolished their existing
_snnccnicur home and on the same
operty built a modern barn-style house
2ud our almost like a big open loft,” says
and with ample room to embrace
ear growing family (jusc In time, as a
fich baby « would soon be on the way)

I au wanted 5omethmg more SoHo
shan suburbs for the interior too. I was so
gased 1o move our here, thar everything

@ soang to be cookie curter,” she says.

n Connecricur, you have the fcclmg that
Everyehing 15 going to be dark green.”

Enrer Connie Keller and Sabrina
Beown of Keller Brown Design &
Dccoranon. Both parents themselves, they
ncw this active family's lifestyle called for

fun. The datfodil yellow of a lacquered
Parsons-style dining table bubbles up ag

in a daughter’s bathroom, where hand-
painted yellow suds float on the walls. ¥
carrot orange Kraver canvas cushions of
vintage wrought-iron furniture puncrua
the screened porch. A crimson duchesse
fabric frames the living room windows.
in the playroom, a purple-and-chartreus
Stark rug hides all evidence of spilled g

juice or muddy footprints.

No room 1s hands off for little finga
“Every room 1n the house gets used,” sa
Keller. An emphasis on durability dids
preclude special furnishings, though. °§
vested in some good quality pieces.” §
Lau, “but ones that were family-friendl
and comfortable.” A pair of antique chs
from Florian Papp in the family room
“keepsake,” says Keller. “Even though ¢
are antique, they are so sturdy that yo
don't have to worry if someone 15 sittu
them or standing on them or bouncin
With bouncing in mind, precious flog
lighting was shunned, but a twinkling
Tord Boontje Swarovski crystal blossa
chandelier dangles like a glittering ear
from the ceiling (safely out of reach)—
hint, perhaps, at Lau’s new jewelry lin
In her home, as well as her closer. ¢

fashionista favors “timeless with twist.” “We have a lot of grear amazing
antique pieces that are valuable and will always be classic peces,” she s
“but then the fabric on them 1s a lictle bit edgy. Some of our tables are |
the 1600s, 1700s, but we're adding an accessory, or painting our chairs

With five kids, there’s always company, but the Laus love to enterta
“The kids go ro bed at eight, and we'll have people come over at nine &
dinner.” Out comes the grown-up grape juice, and in go all traces of pl
T’L color palette was further ho ned by one of the Laus’ first purchases— “Theres not a lot of evidence of kids.” says Lau. “Everything 1s buile 1
Berry Burns' Yellow Dance. a joyous sl pasnning thar hangs 1n the living room Il of the toys hawe 2 cabner or a space 10 go in- Ar least untl mornig
MWL drew from all che color pamnme and thr | i

fhar housc” says Keller aanmg 2 Gaanlls samie

. energenic style—and a focus on clean minimalism. With five Lau kids
%o comsider. today ranging in age from four to nine and a half, less would
more when 1t came to décor. “It was already a housetul before they had

= cure notes Keller. Bright and uncluttered would be the goal; personality
& pop would be provided by liberal lashings of color, inspired by Wall

Beees crader-turned- -personal shopper and stylist Jennifer Lau’s closetful of

gheon accessories and shoes.
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ors 1 thae pamnne am ks a constant party. says Lau—a party of
a5 cncmerTyT phawss and }:.;:? as their house. #
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